Digital Teaching: From the Other Side of the Screen: A Student’s View by Griffin, Abigail
Digital Teaching: From the Other Side of the Screen: A Student's View - Not Even Past
https://notevenpast.org/digital-teaching-from-the-other-side-of-the-screen-a-students-view/[6/17/2020 10:07:11 AM]
"The past is never dead. It's not even past." William Faulkner
NOT EVEN PAST     
THE PUBLIC HISTORIAN




Digital Teaching: From the Other
Side of the Screen: A Student’s
View
By Abigail Griffin
When most college students think of online courses, they often imagine basic, boring classes that are
convenient and easy A’s. Online classes often require little effort and minimal time commitment, while still
satisfying a graduation requirement. So, students drudge aimlessly through the mandatory course, get
their completion grades, and move on with their lives, without actually gaining anything from the
experience. Dr. Suri’s online course, however, is so much more than a mark off of an undergraduate’s to-
do list. Professor Suri revolutionizes this old, bland style of online coursework and provides a unique and
active learning experience to students anywhere—from the comfort of their own beds to a quaint coffee
shop down the street to the studio classroom in Mezes.
Going into the course, I was skeptical. Not because I didn’t have full faith in Professor Suri’s ability to
make the course the best it could be, but because I was worried that even the best online class could not
beat traditional, classroom-style learning. I had been unimpressed by the reputation of online classes in
the past, and I never previously had the desire to take one. I always preferred a classroom setting
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because it just seemed more “right.” But boy, was I wrong.
Not only is Professor Suri an incredibly energetic and knowledgeable professor, but he makes his lectures
engaging, informative, and entertaining. The online setting does not take away from the education at all,
in fact, I think it enhances the learning environment. Students are more willing to participate in class
through applications like “Class Chat” and “Ask the Professor,” and the TA’s and Prof. Suri actively
respond to their comments, which would be nearly impossible in a huge lecture hall. When students take
an active role in their learning like this, they benefit significantly more from the lecture. I know from
experience that there is practically no class participation in a 300-500 person lecture hall, but having the
same class size online encourages significantly more student involvement.
For example, Dr. Suri uses images in his lecture every class period, and the pictures pop up on our video
screens so we can easily see them. When he asks us to comment on the images, students begin
contributing to the discussion in a matter of seconds. In a normal classroom setting with the same number
of students, almost no one responds to the professor’s questions, and never that quickly and eagerly. So
the online forum actually makes the lecture easier for the students, the professor, and his assistants. It is
also wonderful because the slides and images that come up on our screen are clear and easy to
understand and interpret, whereas, it would be more difficult for some of the students to evaluate the
images in a lecture hall.
Overall, I am incredibly impressed by what Dr. Suri has done with his online course. Obviously, it isn’t
perfect. Sometimes the technology doesn’t work correctly or people get off track in the class chat. But as
a whole, the class is a lot of fun. I think that the online and in-person office hour options are great, the
class pings ensure that students are paying attention (and are super easy participation points), and the
lectures are always interesting.
Plus, I have never been a morning person, so it’s great to be able to wake up 5 minutes before class and
still make it on time.
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